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An interview with...

Stacey Fage

This embroidery artist attacks discarded ph

th a needle

and thread, creating bizarre yet intriguing characters

" T ith their intricate
headdresses, animal-
inspired masks and
variaty of curious

couple of years at Atlanta College
of Art (now SCAID) but I'm mestly
a painting major drop out. | went on

there"
strangely macabre yet comic about
Stacey Page's stitched portraits.
The self-taught artist scours
backwoods auctions in the
southern US, seeking out discarded
photographs that she can breathe
new life into. We asked her about
the storles behind her work...

Tell us a bit about your
background as an artist

1 was raised in Arizona and moved to
argia when 1 was 13. More recently
I've been living and working in St.

2082

10 EXp with a variety of other
mediums inchading wool, wood and
clay before picking up the needle.

How did you first learn to stitch,
and why do you choose to use
this medium in your work?

T'm self-taughe. 1 first bearne
embroidery through experimenting
with replacing paint with yam

on carvas = | created some large
needleworked bargello-type works
that | dragged around everywhere,
using them as some sort of diary. | was
experimenting with the grid and how

it made the image | started with moge
graphic. Once | eried using the needle
and thread on photographs, my work
became more sculptural and the size
more intimate. Using a short needle
brings the skill closer o the body.
mind or idea.

Stisching photographs isn't as fluent
a5 embroidering directly onto fabric -
it's more similar to sculpting, I'm
building up and breaking down the
paper to transform the medim. When
1 draw, it can be difficult to commit
o one line, but the thread deletes that
hesitation without the permanence of
ink. My favourite thing about working
with a needle and thread is how clean
and safe it is. There's no time frame
with the medium and it’s easy 1o pick

up and put down. I's also a very
accessible medinm that travels well.

come
choose
1 look for portraits that are for sale or
have been discarded. I'm not interested
in people who are Eamous o well-
remembered. T've become very specific
about the type of photographs that
work best for me, and | look for a
capeivating individual that sparks a
conVersatio
have come from backwoods auctions.
im the south. These are places with
dumped possessions and questionable
characters that exist on the edge of
cvilization. I you truly question the

Some of my best finds

M

vorking

ho

worth of sos e it here and i

will put all possessions into perspective.
Can you ribe your creative
process - how do you develop

the masks and k

ddres:

1 have tried several different
approaches. Usually | seart with

y favourite thing
th a needle and thread is

clean, safe and accessible it is

) about

a sketch that adapts and evolves with
the stitching. If I'm feeling daring then
T'will artack the photo directly, and the
subject responds. | enjoy pushing the

limits and the fact there are no rules

other than my own. Stitching a small
space albows for 2 contimeous
relationship with the work. >
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INSPIRING PEOPLE

My inspiration comes from

to have a conversation and control

Do you ever make up name
or your characters?
Absolutely - | cannot ignore myself,
stographer or the subject. I feel
contribute towards finish;

stori

i might go somethi

June', you'd better wear

s sk because we've found out you

ard for me to

I'd quite happ

onia. And here's
ield 1o proce

you from the elements — no, now it's

a breast plate to she

you belong to. We

like a cocoon, ready

mily
e really got to do

bhout that hair because the

re it huas o be a
better burtertiies.
lace! You're just

to transform.”

Vho are your creative heroes and
about them?
1 droal o vone wh has
exceptional skills, especially when
ha needke, For example, |
kit'd be amazing to talk to a busy
sa. 1 abso hold a decp
3

or or self-taugh

What are your favourite blogs

azines?

 reg
nthread com and [outsider
art magazine] Rawe Vi

arty reading Wi,

How do you like to spend your
time when not creating art?

1 seek and organise threads,
photographs and materials, and 1 like
to keep up with science, fashion, and
entes
the house to wander round my
neighbourhood collecting modern
day archacology, such a5 a torn up
note of a discarded dhopping lis

Wh

at are your current favourite
trends in the world of stitching?
1 think it would be cool o give each

other stitched tattoos if we could find
the perfect thread and a safe way
doing it. It would have 1o be sim

bod: ng, and it would probably

be way too painful sver too long.

What is the best plece of cre

There are a coupl
4 “You're goi
& you don’t.”

2 to make alot of crap

What's next for your work?

1 would kove to be more involved in
process. I'm also
currently working with antique

he photograp

threads, printing my own photos, and

getting back vo the grid | stared

aceypage.com
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